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. AGAINST HOXSEYCANCER TREATMENT 
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Sufferers from cancer,-their families�· physicians, and all concerned
. � . . . . . . . . ' . 

. . - .. .- _, ··. ·: .· 
,.:..:-;_;_. ._. , 

. · · with the care of cancer patients are hereby ·advised and war�ed that the so-
. . 

. 
.. � � ,. . . /'ij/_. . . . ; .. ( 

<' ,:�\ -�•,. . ,

. 

'· <.: -

· called Hoxsey treatment. for internal cancer has been found. by the United
. . 

. : . .. _\._ . _.. -. .,_. . . .: 
._.·�-.- �:- ·, . _.· . . ·- .-:;./.��-- : ·-·· 

States Court ·of Appeal�_-for the· Fifth Circuit, on the basis of evidence 
. . . ····.•-.::·;;) . . ., ' : .... __ : .. :. . •'... . · .. ··· :'- ·: 1presented by the Food and Drug Administration, to be a worthless treatment • 
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,... . .-.• . , ·The .Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act authorizes dissemination of . · · 
· . ··. · ·,t:,\frt/ · ·· :,'. \.. ··· . · \.·· · ·• . · · ·· ·.·•. '· · '.� ·' ' . ·· ._'.::>fi('( i ·_;::'}I:1f;\'··· ·· \L,'-

· lmormation regarding drugs in situations involving imminent danger to health 

or gros�-d���tio� ofth� ���er. 2 ··. 
. : ' . �'- �- .. � "' � " ' .. .. .. 
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. . .The Hoxsey treatment for internal cancer involves such drugs. Its 

sale represents a gross deception to the consumer. It is imminently dangerous 

to rely upon it in neglect of competent and rational treatment. 

1The court decisions can be found in Volume 198, Federal Reporter, Second 
Series, page 2'73, and Volume 207, Federal Reporter, Second Series, page �67. 
2 . . ·. - .·· . '·. 
... 21 U.S.C. 375 {b) This authority has been delegated to the Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs by the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 20 Federal
Register _1998. . , . · 
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The Hoxsey treatment costs the patient $400 plus $60 in additional 

fees; expenditures which will yield nothing of any value in the care of cancer. 
·, 

It begins with a superficial and inadequate examination of the patient ��- th�
. ,_:i� _->: : ... 

Hoxsey Cancer Clinic, Dallas, Texas, or Portage, Pennsylvania. The patient 

at Dallas is then supplied with one of the following II cancer" medicines: -
��}-

- -

. Black pills, red pills, a b�ownish-black liquid, or a light red- liquid •. · '-_,. 
�-.. · · ··. , · 

::-. · • · -:i ___ :.·:· <21�> _._.,-· -· . .: .. · · _.-:-:-· -- .. :.--_::_---•.:r�:;:-¥;f:>:·.-<).J 

The bhlck pills and the brownish-black.'_?liquid contain: Potassium io,dfd;"::-�:-/·, 
. . . . - . 

.,. . -, . ·._'.\·::.:�-:;':{:: +.'?; .. ·,- .. � 

licorice, red clover blossoms, burdo�k root, Stillingia root, berberi�;"-�6ot,
�:.·:·)��-�-'.'. . ,,, ,, �}:�r�r-.,_ .. �· .. 

poke root, cascara sagrada, pr�ckly ash bark, and buckthorn powder: The 

red pills contain potassium. iodide, red clover, Stillingia root, poke root,· 
'• 

buckthorn, and pepsin.· At Portage the patient is given the same "cancer" 
'· 

. 

medication although the colors of the pills are different. The light red 

liquid medicine is potassium iodide in elixir of lactated pepsin. There is 

evidence that potassium iodide accelerates the growth of some cancer_s.
-�-- < ---�·" __ :/

T�e Food and Drug Administration has conducted a thorough and long­

continui��--irivestigation of _Hoxsey's treatment. His claimed ·cures have been
,)· 

extensively studied and the Food and Drug Administration has not f.9und· a 

single verified cure of internal cancer effected by the Hoxsey treatment. In 

addition, the National Cancer Institute of the United States Public Health 

Service has reviewed case histories submitted by Hoxsey and advised him that 

the cases provided no scientific evidence that the Hoxsey treatment has any 

value in the treatment of internal cancer. 
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. On October 26, 1953, Barry M. Hoxsey, the Clinic, and all persons in 

active concert with him were enjoined by the United States District Court at 

Dallas, Texas, from shipping their worthless cancer medicines in interstate 

commerce with labeling representing, suggesting, or implying that the products 

are effective in the treatment of any type of internal cancer. While the 
I .... • 
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Government intends to p�osecute violations .of the injunction, this war�ing .·. 
, I 

• • , 
• - • 

10: ,•, ,.:.•.-. ' •" . ' . . : .. - . . �- ·.: --�---�-�!{_:�,:•-. ' ... 
is necessary for the immediate protection of cancer victims who may be· 

,· ; ·: �
;. 

planning to take the Boxsey treatment. 

Those afflicted� with cancer ar� warned not to be misled by the 

false p�omi�e�that the Hoxsey cancer treatment will cure or alleviate their 
·_.-·.:·--.' 

condition. Cancer can be cured only through surgery or radiation. Death
. 
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from cancer is inevitable when cancer patients fail to obtain proper medical 

treatment because of the lure of a painless cure "without the use of surgery,. 

x-ray, or radium." as claimed by Boxsey·.

Geo. P. Larrick . . 
/ Commissioner of --Food and Drugs 
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